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it was rescued from private proprietors we wore determined
not to abandon it again to the hands of selfish managers.
Where only one evil existed before we now succeeded in adding
another; that was all that the Mas management has done or was
expected to do. We have inflicted our wisdom on a \Uiolu Presi-
dency, and, under the ill discharged duties of a landlord, (lovern-
menthas earned deserved unpopularity. Well may Mr. Campbell
remark that there is a desirable mean between a blind bestowal
of absolute right and a creation of limited interest in the land.

The secret of the failure of khas management does not lie too
deep for even ordinary research. Principles, with which the
students of political economy were familiar, had been lost *%'hl
of, and in a fit of philanthropy Government was content with
the assumption of an anomalous relation to the private owners of
the Government. Under direct management the fostering cure
of the individual was wanting, while those who were most inti-
mately concerned in the fate of the land incurred all the risks with-
out an adequate share in the profits. The needy millions who thus
lowered their heads to this Governmental Juggernaut were, if we
can use the phrase, raised above the evil influence of a failure
by hopeless poverty. On one side was the indifference of a
public body, and on the other the unremunerative exertions of
the cultivating classes of India; under their united influence
land reluctantly produced a small return.

The middle classes of India, whom Government regarded as an
impediment to national progress, were carefully removed, and
their place was allotted to the cultivators who were destined to
enjoy the advantage of the immediate guardianship of a bene-
volent Government; yet our first step towards the carrying out
of the new policy was to create swarms of native oHieials ami
native speculators, who neither possessed ability to command res-
pect nor honesty to win the good will of their charge. Without
character or principle the Government hirelings robbed the
ryots and embezzled public money, while the crafty speculators,
who had only a passing interest in the land, proved even worse
than the authorised despoilers of the ryot's rights: the native
collectors had a longer term allowed for their nefarious work
and naturally enough the average intensity of their violence was
weaker when compared with that of the speculating capitalists,
who had to do all they could within ten short years. Both,
however, were "busy in converting their opportunities into their
money's worth, and in securing to the cultivators all the
miseries of direct management in the shortest space of time